Life After Messier

St eve Bel |

After observing and | ogging the Messier list, nobst amateur astronomers search
around for a next project. Mny formal, published |ists appear too difficult
or too long. The |ogical next project for deep sky observing is likely the
Herschel 400. However, a 400-object list can look like a "life project” when
you are starting.

The main purpose of the followi ng object lists, split into sections for
Spring, Summer, Fall and Wnter, is to provide a list of roughly 100 NGC
objects (105, to be exact) that are visible in normal back yard tel escopes,
providing some direction after the Messier |list has been | ogged. A second,
and equally inmportant, goal is to help to start the Herschel 400 list. This
object list can be used as an end in itself or as a start on the Herschel 400.
If the list is conpleted for all four seasons, nore than twenty-five percent
of the H400 Iist will be conplete.

I have observed each of the objects on the lists with an 8", 10" or 14"

tel escope and all should be visible in a 6". As with all deep-sky observing
however, the nore aperture you bring to bear, the nore you will see. Two
resources were used in researching object visibility: N ght Sky Qoserver A’
Qui de (Kepple and Sanner) and Cbservi ng Handbook and Cat al ogue of Deep Sky

Qbj ects (Lugi nbuhl and Skiff). Another criterion was object inclusion in Sky
Atl as 2000.0, 2nd Edition, to ensure common availability of charts. For GO TO
users, finding will of course be no issue. For star-hoppers like nme, sone
will be easy to find and some not-so-easy.

Ei ther way, it/ZAis supposed to be fun
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Spring List

The Spring List contains 26 objects in 8 constellations. Since Spring is
gal axy season, the list contains 22 galaxies with 2 globular clusters and 2
pl anetary nebulae thrown in for variety. Al objects can be found in Sky
Atlas 2000.0, 2nd Edition and should be in any other conparable atl as.

Const bj ect Type RA & Dec Mag Si ze

Boo NGC5466 GC 14 05 27.3 +28 32 04 9.2 9.0
Boo NGC5248 GXY 13 37 31.9 +08 53 08 11.0b 6. 6x 5.3
Com NGC4565 GXY 12 36 20.9 +25 59 00 10. 4b 15.9x 1.8
Com NGCA725 GXY 12 50 26.9 +25 30 01 10. 1b 10. 7x 8.0
Com NGC4448 GXY 12 28 15.6 +28 37 15 12.0b 4.6x 1.7
Com NGC4450 GXY 12 28 29.6 +17 05 05 10. 9b 5.2x 3.8
Com NGCA147 GC 12 10 06.2 +18 32 31 10. 4 4.4

Crv NGC4361 PN 12 24 30.8 -18 47 02 10. 3p 118. 0"
Cvn NGC4111 GXY 12 07 02.7 +43 04 02 11. 6b 5.2x 1. 2'
Cvn NGC4143 GXY 12 09 36.1 +42 32 02 11.7b 2.4x 1.8
Cvn NGC4214 GXY 12 15 39.6 +36 19 34 10. 2b 7.4x 6.5
Cvn NGC4631 GXY 12 42 05.0 +32 32 18 9.8b 15.4x 2. 6'
Cvn NGC4656 GXY 12 43 57.2 +32 09 59 11.0b 9.1x 1. 7
Hya NGC3242 PN 10 24 46.2 -18 38 34 8. 6p 75.0"

Leo NGC2903 GXY 09 32 09.6 +21 29 58 9.7b 12.6x 6.0
Leo NGC3190 GXY 10 18 05.7 +21 49 57 12.1b 4.4x 1.2
Leo NGC3193 GXY 10 18 24.7 +21 53 34 11. 8b 2.0x 2.0
Leo NGC3377 GXY 10 47 42.3 +13 59 08 11.2b 5.2x 2.9
Leo NGC3521 GXY 11 05 48.9 -00 02 15 9.0 11.0x 7.1
UMa NGC2841 GXY 09 22 02.2 +50 58 46 10. 1b 8.1x 3.5
UMa NGC3675 GXY 11 26 07.8 +43 35 05 11.0 b5. 8x 3.0
UMa NGC4085 GXY 12 05 22.9 +50 21 14 13.0b 2.8x 0.9
UMa NGC4088 GXY 12 05 34.1 +50 32 23 11.2b 5.3x2. 1
Vir NGC4526 GXY 12 34 02.9 +07 42 01 10.7b 7.2x 2.3
Vir NGC4699 GXY 12 49 02.0 -08 39 52 10. 4b 4.0x 2.8
Vir NGCA762 GXY 12 52 56.3 +11 13 48 10. 2v 8.8x 1.7
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Summer Li st

Al'l objects can be found in Sky Atlas 2000.0, 2nd Edition except
6755 and 6756 will

for 24 6finds6 in ten constell ati ons.
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Fall List

The Fal |

pl anet ari es,
constell ati ons.
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Li st contains a variety of object types O 1 globular cluster, 4
of 27 objectsin 8
are on Sky Atlas 2000.0, 2nd Edition charts.
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Wnter List

The Wnter List contains 25 objects in 8 constellations with 20 open clusters,
3 bright nebul ae and 2 planetaries. Al are included in Sky Atlas 2000.0, 2nd
Edition charts.

Const bj ect Type RA & Dec Mag Si ze
Aur NGC1857 oC 05 20 06.0 +39 20 36 7.0 5.0

Aur NGC1907 oC 05 28 05.0 +35 19 30 8.2 6.0

Aur NGC2281 oC 06 48 18.0 +41 04 42 5.4 14. 0
Cas NGC2360 oC 07 17 44.0 -15 38 30 7.2 12. 0
Cas NGC2362 oC 07 18 42.0 -24 57 18 3.8 6.0

Gem NGC2129 oC 06 01 07.1 +23 19 15 6.7 6.0

Gem NGC2266 oC 06 43 20.0 +26 58 12 9.5 6.0

Gem NGC2392 PN 07 29 11.0 +20 54 39 9.9p 50. 0"
Gem NGC2420 oC 07 38 24.0 +21 34 24 8.3 10. 0
Mon NGC2215 oC 06 20 50.0 -07 17 00 8.4 11. 0
Mon NGC2232 oC 06 28 02.0 -04 50 48 4.2 29.0'
Mon NGC2244 oC 06 32 19.0 +04 51 24 4.8 23. 0
Mon NGC2251 oC 06 34 39.0 +08 22 00 7.3 10. 0
Mon NGC2264 oC 06 40 59.0 +09 53 42 4.1 20. 0
Mon NGC2506 oC 08 00 02.0 -10 46 12 7.6 6.0

Oi NGC1999 Neb 05 36 14.0 -06 39 00 21.5x18.0'
Oi NGC2024 Neb 05 41 39.0 -01 48 00 30. 0x22. 0’
Oi NGC2022 PN 05 42 06.2 +09 05 13 12. 4p 35.0"
Oi NGC2169 oC 06 08 25.0 +13 57 54 5.9 6.0

Oi NGC1788 Neb 05 06 55.0 -03 20 15 5.5x3. 0’
Pup NGC2539 oC 08 10 38.0 -12 49 12 6.5 21.0'
Pup NGC2567 oC 08 18 30.0 -30 38 42 7.4 10. 0
Py x NGC2627 oC 08 37 15.0 -29 57 00 8.4 11. 0
Tau NGC1647 oC 04 45 54.0 +19 08 00 6.4 45. 0
Tau NGC1817 oC 05 12 27.0 +16 41 00 7.7 15. 0
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